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St. Martha Mary & Lazarus, St. Philip the Apostle, St. Leo the Great, St. Mary Magdatlene, St. John of  the Cross, St. Dominic 

Board of  Directors 
President: 

Melia Reed 
President Elect: 

Mark Halleck 
VP Vocations: 

Jim & Jennifer Stevens 
Donna Rueby 

VP Membership: 
Bob & Arlane Sponaugle 

VP Programs: 
Tony & Eileen Benvegnu 

VP Communications: 
Lynn Lucas 
Mary Lou Purello 

Treasurer: 
Charlie Garland 

Secretary: 
Kay Nelson 

Chaplin: 
Father Felix Osanna 

Trustees: 
Diddy Muck, Sandie Taylor 
Shalom Rep:  Doug Reed 
Newsletter: Mary Lou Purello 

Meetings: 
4th Monday of  the Month 

Italiano’s Restaurant 
217 FM 1960 Bypass, 

Humble, TX 
6:30 Social, 7:00 Dinner

“To become a priest or a religious is not primarily our choice, it is our answer to a calling, a calling of love.” Pope Francis 

Serra Club Northeast of Houston

TWO OF OUR 
ADOPTEES WILL BE 

ORDAINED

DEACON DAVID MICHAEL 
MOSES

DEACON KINGSLEY NWOKO

Next Serra Meeting:   Monday, June 24 at Italiano’s
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Message from Our President

Melia

Happy Summertime!  

This is the season with a different sort of rhythm, a routine of 
relaxation and growth. The Church is growing with the ordination 
of 7 new priests, children take a break before moving into a school 
new year, vacations are planned and enjoyed, families reunite - God 
is so bountiful. For us, we welcome new board members, Mark 
Halleck and Lynn Lucas and returning board member, Donna 
Rueby. They will add both freshness and experience to the 
amazingly talented and dedicated board we are very blessed to 
have. We will be actively looking forward, with a nod to St. 
Junipero Serra, to the coming fall to fall calendar year with an eye 
to improvement on past endeavors, continued growth in 
involvement with all our area parishes, and implementation of new 
ideas. Growth is vital to a healthy apostolate which means an 
openness to new ideas, priorities and opportunities for involvement 
for all club members. I encourage you to pray about your vision of 
the future of our club and to share God’s answers. There is a season 
for everything and this is the season for us all to look with pride on 
what we’ve done the past year and to set our goals and plans for the next. Be a 
part of the season.
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M o n t h l y  M e e t i n g  
It is important to Nourish Our Souls with Fellowship and Friendship

Monthly Meeting for May held at the St. Mary’s Seminary, where we attended the 
Annual District 10 Serra Mass, the installation of Officers, and dinner.

oops  —   calling someone

Serrans attending joined by Father Richard
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M o n t h l y  M e e t i n g  
It is important to Nourish Our Souls with Fellowship and Friendship

Mass with the Cardinal was awesome
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Serra District 10 Presidents prepared to announce the Board of  Directors for the 2019-2020 year

Serra Northeast of  Houston Board of  Directors Are: 
President: 

Melia Reed 
President Elect: 

Mark Halleck 
VP Vocations: 

Jim & Jennifer Stevens 
Donna Rueby 

VP Membership: 
Bob & Arlane Sponaugle 

VP Programs: 
Tony & Eileen Benvegnu 

VP Communications: 
Lynn Lucas 
Mary Lou Purello 

Treasurer: 
Charlie Garland 

Secretary: 
Kay Nelson 

Chaplin: 
Father Felix Osanna 

Trustees: 
Diddy Muck, Sandie Taylor 
Shalom Rep:  Doug Reed 
Newsletter: Mary Lou Purello 

Father Richard gives the 
blessing before the meal

Happy Birthday!
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May 26, the Reeds, the 
Sponaugles and Mary Lou 
Purello attended a very 
special Mass and reception 
at the culminating 
conference of  the 
Missionary Society of  St. 
Paul. Thank you Father 
Felix for the invitation.
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N e w s w o r t h y   t h a n k  y o u  M a r y  B e t h  P h i l i p p  f o r  s h a r i n g

Joe and I had the grace of  attending the Serran Lenten Day of  
Spirituality at Christ the Good Shepherd in March.  We wanted to 
share with you some of  the beautiful take-aways we received from Fr 
Richard and Fr Burkart. 

Our day began with mass and a beautiful homily on Mt.5: 43-48.  
Father suggested we ask ourselves the following:  “ What am I doing to 
love my enemies and persecutors?  If  nothing, how should I start?”  
“Who might I avoid?  How am I to share You, Lord, if  I do not 
engage, show interest in them, interact, love them?” 

Fr Richard started us off  after mass, reminding us of  the importance of  
our own personal holiness in our vocation as Serrans.  Many of  us are 
married, and should reflect the joy that our own vocation to marriage 
brings to us so that in approaching young people, we can honestly tell 
them we wish for them the same joys that we experience in our own 
vocation.  Our Vocation is a call from God and that is where we will 
find the greatest happiness.  What does it feel like for YOU to be in the 
vocation you were called to? Do you want others to know that 
happiness too? 

We discussed the importance of  early practices with our children in 
helping them to grow in a relationship with Jesus- praying with them. 
Sharing Bible stories with them, speaking to them of  God, watching 
videos and reading stories that help them to come to know the joys of  
living with God in their lives. Never discount the seemingly little things 
we do with our children and how it influences them. It is healthy, 
Catholic marriages where the parents encircle their children with 
prayer, support, encouragement, presence and modeling of  our own 
example, where vocations can blossom.  Especially as most of  us in the 
room were grandparents, both priests could not emphasize enough 
how important it is to share our love of  God and our faith with these 
precious ones who are our grandchildren! 

Sometimes there is the situation where we might avoid our own 
vocation.  Father warned us of  the dangers of  being super involved in 
the parish and church matters to the point where others might even 
wonder if  we were married?  Do we have children?  Because we were 
always at Church, always working on this committee, this ministry.  
This can be an obstacle to real Christian service.  How crucial that we 
all realize our own primary vocation and the duties involved.  How 
important to find the proper balance to guard the value of  our own 
vocations to marriage, parenthood! 

In speaking of  ways we brought up our own children, many expressed 
remorse.  They share more of  the faith with their grandchildren than 
they did with their own children.  Fr Burkart reminded us that it is only 
Satan who accuses us of  being losers.  We did the best we could in the 
places we were in our own faith at the time.  God is in charge and he 
sees that we did the best we were able.  If  it seems we have “lost” our 
children, that they are no longer connected with Christ in the Catholic 
Church, Fr instructed that the best we can do is to simply stay 
connected to them.  Love them freely, as Christ does!  Do not nag, but 
simply wait for moments when you can encourage them, comfort them, 
and mostly teach them by your examples of  love and forgiveness in all 
situations.  Even saying grace at meal times when they are present, can 
be helpful. 

Fr Burkhart gave us a little dissection of  the Lord’s Prayer to educate 
and challenge us.  He told us that the Lord’s Prayer is not simply a 
prayer, but rather ‘how to pray’!  Begin with thanks and praise, 
recalling all of  God’s goodness to me already.  This should be for us a 

moment of  truth, of  real humility.  Holy is YOUR Name.  Your 
kingdom come- What is His kingdom?  What am I doing to advance 
that cause? Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  How am I 
participating in God’s will for me?  By the way I am living my life?  
Your kingdom come, Your will be done on earth….Give us THIS day 
our daily bread ( beware of  avarice here and be grateful for all God has 
already given you).  ….And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us, lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.” 

Fr encouraged us to ask God,  “ What is my role for the world?  My 
role in adding to its holiness? Do I really seek to know and to live God’s 
will for my life?  As you come to know more clearly God’s will for your 
life, live your vocation well!  Be content and joy-filled! 

Fr spoke to us of  Intentional Holiness and said a simple place to start is 
to practice the corporal and spiritual works of  mercy.  But even more 
importantly, how crucial is our prayer- our actual and very real 
relationship with Jesus!  There is a huge difference between knowing 
ABOUT Jesus and Knowing Jesus.  If  God did not desire us to Know 
God personally, Jesus would never have become man to live among us! 

One thing that helped me personally, was Fr’s distinction between “I “ 
prayer and “we” prayer- private prayer vs community prayer settings.  
He reminded us that the Liturgy ( mass), is a “we” prayer- community 
prayer. It is a time of  praise and thanksgiving to God- not a time of  
entertainment, a Bible study, a motivational session, but a communal 
celebration of  THANK YOU, God, for the gift of  Your Son and our 
salvation!  Devotionals, Scriptural reflections are more times of  
personal “I “ prayer.  Father recommended a continuous reading of  
Scriptures, the Gospels, the Psalms.  This will help us enter into the 
mind and heart of  God and sharpen our senses to the voice of  the 
Holy Spirit.  At the end of  each day, take stock of  your thoughts, 
words, actions, omissions.  Ask the Holy Spirit what He wanted for me 
each day, and then ask Him, Now what? 

From the day’s Gospel:  Matthew 5:43-48 

•What am I doing to love my enemies and persecutors?  If  
nothing, how and where do I start? 

•Who are the people I might avoid?  Do I avoid my enemies? 
How can I share You, Lord, if  I do not engage them? Show 
interest?  Interact?  Love them? 

Fr James reminded us that the Lord’s Prayer, the Our Father, is not just 
a prayer, but instruction on HOW to pray.  Begin with thanks and 
praise to God Our Father! Recall all of  the goodness God has already 
bestowed upon us! This is a moment of  truth and humility.  Look what 
God has already done for me!  Holy is Your Name, oh God!  Thy 
kingdom come~ What is His kingdom?  What am I doing to advance 
the causes of  His kingdom?  Thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven.  In heaven it is only God’s will being done. How am I 
participating in God’s will for me, my life, by the way that I am living 
it?  Your kingdom come, Your will be done, on earth…Give us this day 
our daily bread.  We fight against avarice that we would need to have 
more than just what is needed for the present, for THIS day.  Am I 
grateful for all that you have already given me today? Especially the “ 
mundane “ things we take for granted- roof  over head, warm bed to 
sleep in, food to eat, etc.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil…. 

We discussed the Eucharistic liturgy in the light of  the fact that it is 
Community prayer. 
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N e w s w o r t h y  A r o u n d  t h e  d i o c e s e

Archdiocese Prayer Breakfast 
Tuesday, July 30, 7:30 a.m. 
Mariott Marquis Houston 

https://www.archgh.org/news-
events/events/prayer-

breakfast/

N e w s w o r t h y

On a recent trip to the Napa Wine Country, 
look at what I found!  The Sebastiani 
Winery had many etched wine barrels, and 
this one was so special! 

Mary Lou
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SERRA Northeast of Houston HAPPENINGS  

• After 8:30 a.m. Mass, Adoration of  the Blessed Sacrament, displayed until 9:00 p.m. at St. Mary Magdalene in 
Humble; St. Philip the Apostle in Huffman, after the 8:30 a.m. Mass each Friday; St. John of  the Cross, HOLY 
HOURS: Tuesday – Thursday 7:00 a.m.– 8:00 a.m. -Monday 7:30 p.m - 9:00 p.m. -Wednesday 9:00 a.m.-11:30 a.m., 
silent hour 9 a.m.-10 a.m, 8 p.m.-10 p.m.  

• Sat. June 1,10:00 a.m. - Co-Cathedral of  the Sacred Heart - Priestly Ordination                                                          
                                             (David Michael Moses, Kingsley Nwoko) 

• Tues. June 11 - Adoration and Benediction of  the Blessed Sacrament following the 7:00 p.m. Mass, St. Martha 
• Fri. June 14 - Adoration and Benediction of  the Blessed Sacrament following the 8:30 a.m. Mass, St. Martha 
• Mon. June 24 - Serra Monthly meeting at Italiano’s 6:30 p.m. 
• July 26-28 - Archdiocese Youth Conference 
• July 30 - Archdiocese Prayer Breakfast 

June Anniversaries of Ordination 

Deacon James Meshell, June 2, St. Mary Magdalene 
Fr. Jonathan Morè , June 3, St. Martha 
Fr. Michael Applegate, June 3, St. Michael 
Fr. Richard McNellie, June 6, Chancery Office 
Fr. David Angelino, June 6, St. Jerome 
Fr. Jeff Barme, June 6, Chancery Office 
Fr. Felix Osasona, June 24, St. Mary Magdalene 
Fr. Andrew Toyinbo, June 28, St. Mary Magdalene 

June Birthdays  

2 - Pre-Postulant, Christina Ann Girau , 
Apostle of the Sacred Heart of Jesus 
2 - Donna Rueby 
4 - Deacon Gary Yepsen, St. Martha 
8 - Sr. Nohemi Lara, Missionary of St. Theresa 
9 - Kathy Farmer 
11 - John Ehlig 
14 - Fr. Jonathan Morè, St. Martha 
18 - Peggy Rittenhouse 
19 - Robin Rueby 
20 - Fr. Italo Dell’Oro, Chancery Office 
23 - Dee Anna Garland 
24 - Phil Applegate 

Keep our fellow Serrans in your 
prayers 

• Cardinal DiNardo as he recovers from his 
recent illness For more information about Serra Northeast of Houston, please contact 

President, Melia Reed, meliareed5303@gmail.com. 
To update your information or to share pictures and other Serra  information 
please contact, Mary Lou Purello, marylou0038@icloud.com. Please do not 
hesitate to share stories, pictures, prayers.

mailto:meliareed5303@gmail.com
mailto:marylou0038@icloud.com
mailto:meliareed5303@gmail.com
mailto:marylou0038@icloud.com
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S e r r a n s  C a l l e d  t o  H o l i n e s s

Serran	Prayer	for	Vocations	

O, God, Who wills not the death of  a sinner but rather that he be converted and live, grant we beseech you, 
through the intercession of  the Blessed Mary ever Virgin, Saint Joseph, her spouse, St. Junipero Serra, and all the saints, 
an increase of  laborers for your Church, fellow laborers with Christ to spend and consume themselves for souls through 
the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, Who lives and reigns with You, in the unity of  the Holy Spirit, God forever and ever.  

Amen. 

Serrans are being called to pray the vocation prayer daily. Cut this out and place it in a place convenient for you. 

Sequence of the Holy Spirit
Come, Holy Spirit, and from heaven direct on man the rays of your light.
Come, Father of the poor, come, giver of God’s gift, come, light of men’t hearts.
Kindly Advocate, inYour gracious visits to man’s soul,You bring relief and consolation.
If it is weary with toil, You bring it ease;
In the heart of temptation Your grace cools it; if sorrowful, Your words console it.

Light most blessed, shine on the hearts of Your faithful - even in their darkest concerns;
for without Your aid man can do nothing, and everything is sinful.

Wash clean the sinful soul, rain down Your grace on the parched soul
and heal the injured soul.  Soften the hard heart, cherish and warm the ice-cold heart, and 
give direction to the wayward.

Give direction to the wayward.

Give Your seven holy gifts to Your faithful, for their trust is in You.
Give them reward for their virtuous acts, give them a death that ensures salvation,
And give them unending bliss.

Amen 
Thank you, Mar- Beth Philipp, for sharing this prayer

How shall I make a return to the Lord for all the good he has done for me?   Psalm 116

….for a person is a slave for whatever overcomes him….2 Peter 3:19

1 Peter 5:7 “Cast all your anxieties on him, for he cares about you.”


